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THE COVID-19 OUTBREAK 


‘Health emergency’ 


March sadness: The NCAA canceled its men’s and wom- 
en’s basketball tournaments, abruptly halting Rutgers’ 
season the same day the Big Ten tournament was also 


canceled. More in Sports. Michael Conroy, Associated Press 


Curtains for Broadway: New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
is banning gatherings of over 500 people, starting this 
evening. In an unprecedented move, Broadway theaters 


will close fora month. Associated Press file photo 


Stocks plummet: Wall Street had its worst slide since 
the Black Monday crash of 1987, extending a sell-off that 
has wiped out most gains since President Donald Trump 


took office. See more, Page A5. Richard Drew, Associated Press 
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Some trials postponed: State courts are delaying new 
jury trials. Those underway will continue, the state 
Supreme Court said Thursday. Federal courts, mean- 


while, issued restrictions. See more, Page A4. File photo 


Gov. urges stop 
to large public 
gatherings 


MattArco For The Star-Ledger 


Gov. Phil Murphy announced Thursday 
that the spread of the coronavirus in the 
state has prompted him to recommend 
the cancellation of all public gatherings of 
more than 250 people. 

“We are in a public health emergency,” 
declared the governor, who said the rec- 
ommendation to cancel — or not attend — 
large gatherings goes into effect immedi- 
ately. 

“That’s everything from youth leagues 
to sports leagues, to concerts, and every- 
thing in between,” Murphy said in a video 
he posted to Twitter. 

“We still don’t need to panic, but we’ve 
got to be smart,” he said, on a day when the 
NCAA canceled its March Madness tourna- 
ment for college men’s and women’s basket- 
ball. 

Lt. Gov. Sheila Oliver, who has been the 
face of the state’s response while Murphy 
recovers from surgery to remove a tumor 
from his kidney, said the measure was 
being taken to help mitigate the spread of 
the virus. 

“Gov. Murphy reported to us that he 
spoke directly to the leadership of several 
of our sports teams,” Oliver said, adding 
that they were receptive to the recommen- 
dation, as were people who control large 
venues in the state. 

Oliver didn’t identify a specific reason 
for the timing of the governor’s announce- 
ment about limiting public gatherings. 
She also didn’t say if there was a particular 
thing that prompted the measure. 

“He has been guided by the scientific 
data that we have thus far,” Oliver said, 
adding “so little is known about transmis- 
sion” and that health officials are being 
cautious. 

The governor has the authority to put a 
ban on public gatherings since he issued a 
state of emergency in reaction to the rising 


SEE GATHERINGS, A6 


EDUCATION 


As some districts shutter schools, 
others look closely for a sign to act 


Adam Clark For The Star-Ledger 


Scott Taylor hasn’t been this plugged into 
the news since Hurricane Sandy. 

Taylor, superintendent of Highland Park 
School District, is closely following the 
impact of the coronavirus pandemic in New 
Jersey, he said. His new ritual goes like this: 
Check email. Check NJ.com. Check hyperlo- 
cal news sites. Click. Close. Repeat. 

“IT am monitoring the situation literally 
hour by hour,” Taylor, who oversees a dis- 
trict of 1,600 students, said in an interview 
Wednesday. “At amoment’s notice, if I had to 


Business, A11 Classified, C1 Comics, A21 


Editorial, A14 


close schools temporarily, I will.” 

On Thursday, that moment came. High- 
land Park announced it will close today for 
sanitizing of schools after a student came 
in contact with someone with a presumed 
positive case of the virus. 

New Jersey’s number of presumed pos- 
itive COVID-19 cases is rising. The state’s 
colleges have shifted to online classes. And 
all eyes are focused on K-12 schools, which 


SEE SCHOOLS, A8 
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AIR TRAVEL 


Pandemic brings life to a halt but 
it’s no match for airport security 


Universities have shuttered 
their classrooms. The NBA 
has suspended its season 
indefinitely. The entire nation — schools, 
businesses, government, you name it — 
is preparing for a day when doors will be 
sealed shut until further notice. 

The coronavirus, though, could not 
defeat the security line at Terminal A of 
Newark Airport, a realization that is oddly 
comforting. 

Here, at America’s worst security 
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WHY WAIT TIL THE 


WEEKEND 


*79 WINTER ESCAPE PACKAGE ALSO AVAILABLE 


INCLUDES 2 BUFFETS & COMEDY TICKETS. 


TO BOOK YOUR STAY VISIT: 
HARDROCKHOTELATLANTICCITY.COM @ © 
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Starting at: 
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checkpoint, at least three dozen people are 
jammed in the narrow corridor with plexi- 
glass barriers on each side and chicken wire 
along the top. The impatient woman behind 
me had pushed so close that she could have 
climbed into the carry-on hanging over my 
shoulder. 

That’s when I felt the itching in my nose. 

It was mild at first, and I tried to convince 
myself that it would pass. I held my breath. 
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ATLANTIC CITY 


Valid Mon-Thurs, through 4/30/20; based on availability. Excludes taxes, fees, holidays & blackout dates. 
Comedy tickets available based on certain nights of the week. Management reserves all rights. Must be 21. 
9523012-03 


